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greater number of them are built of wood;
arid during a long succession of years it was
accounted a sort of impiety to use stone in
constructing a private house; so solid a material
being thought appropriate only for religious
edifices. One effect of the modest scale of the
ordinary dwelling-houses is, that at Constan-
tinople the public buildings show to greater
proportionate advantage than in any other
European capital, lifting up their heads over
multitudes of picturesque roofs huddled together
in strange combinations.

The houses of the rich at Constantinople are
sumptuous in their internal arrangements ; but
externally they affect nothing -either of grandeur
or of permanence. Half-screened by their lofty
garden walls and by the trees that embower
^ them, they might almost escape attention ; and
no doubt to escape attention is* no small re*
commendation in a country where to exhibit
wealth is to tempt rapacity. The external
aspect of Constantinople is thus a necessary
result of its social condition/ and of the